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Musicians Rock Marvel in Cleveland
AFM members protest in Ohio to denounce the studio's

offshoring of film score work

by LIndA A. RApkA

More than 30 members of the American Fed-
eration of  Musicians protested in Cleveland
May 23 outside a location shoot for "Captain
America: The Winter Soldier." Musicians are
outraged over Marvel Entertainment's outsourc-
ing of musical score work to Europe while it
pockets millions of taxpayer dollars from state
and federal tax credits meant to keep work in the
United States.

Musicians from Cleveland Local 4, Los
Angeles Local 47 and New York Local 802
along with fellow union members from area
AFL-CIO, CLC, UNITE-HERE! and SEIU
locals showed up clad in black T-shirts adorned
with large white-stencils reading "Music Jobs
Justice Crew." They distributed leaflets and

donned picket signs in protest of Marvel's plans
to outsource the "Captain America" sequel's
musical score to London. 

"We really felt a solid sense of solidarity from
coast to coast," said Cleveland Local 4 president
Leonard DiCosimo. "This is not just a sound-
stage issue with Los Angeles, or a (New York
Local) 802 issue. This is an issue for all AFM
members."

Escaping the late afternoon downpour by
mere minutes, the protesters were well received
by the majority of the public who embraced not
only the musicians' message of tax fairness and
keeping jobs in the USA, but also the enthusias-
tic six-piece steel drum ensemble led by local
union members. Cleveland councilman Kevin

Los Angeles Mariachis Mobilize to Unionize
In response to the growing problem among professional mariachis of sub-par musicians honing in on their act, Local 47 mariachi Arturo Ramirez is spearheading

a campaign to band together all high-caliber mariachis throughout Los Angeles. As president of the United Mariachis Organization of Los Angeles formed in 2011,

he encourages professional mariachis to join his organization as well as Local 47. 

¡Sí Se Puede!
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A Line of steeL dRummeRs from Cleveland Local 4 joined
more than 30 protesters outside a marvel location shoot in
ohio may 23. musicians are outraged that the studio
sends the musical scoring work overseas while accepting
u.s. tax credits meant to keep jobs domestic. 

View the photo gallery at bit.ly/clevelandprotest

Labor Revolts Against
Koch Brothers 

Effort to stop takeover of LA Times gains
momentum

page 20
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Officer Reports
I hear from many of  you that your

musical projects are coming along and
your efforts are being recognized. These
are some of  the points I have been trying
to drive home to the many of  you who
read my monthly reports. Your social
skills and a friendly approach to the peo-
ple you are dealing with only increase
your chances of  success. Imagination
and enthusiasm will give your effective-
ness a considerable boost. Always try to channel your creative
urges and you will achieve wonders!

We are truly blessed at Local 47 to represent some of  the best
musicians in the world. And believe it or not, many of  you do it
for a living. (These are the jokes, folks!) So I would like to con-
gratulate all of  you who have chosen music to be your vocation
and profession. Know that your parents, friends and President of
Local 47 are proud of  your accomplishments. We all know it is
the harmony of  the mind, body and spirit of  the artist that cre-
ates sound, rhythm and tone that stirs our souls. Most of  us
never know the extent of  what we can do until we give ourselves
permission to be creative.

As your President I focus on being creative in many different
ways. Creativity can also be about resourcefulness with finances,
ingenuity in solving problems and inventiveness in ways to help
you, the members of  Local 47 and the Federation. You should
always do your best in these very trying times to allow your cre-
ativity to flow freely. What we do as musicians and artist has a
way of  putting a magical spin on life, and without question is the
link that binds cultures around the world and will continue to do
so until the end of  time. But always keep in mind that in order
to help others you need to learn to take care of  yourself. After
all, how can you help other people as much as you would like if
you don't take good care of  yourself  mentally and physically?

Musicians invest thousand of  dollars paying for an education
in their art form, invest thousand of  hours learning how to play,
and continue to practice hours a day to maintain their skills and
improve as musicians. Many musicians have no sense of  their
own worth, or how their experience makes them more valuable
as players and performers. This modesty makes many musicians
weak negotiators. That is why the Union is here; to help get bet-
ter results from employers. With the new addition of  our Organ-
izer, I would love to see more efforts in our jazz and chamber
music world. As always, we are trying, but we need your help. I
will apply strategies of  persuasion when negotiating with
employers to get what you ask for. I always strive, with all your
help, to create conditions which get us the best possible payoff
for our efforts and our performances. This is achieved by both
continuous improvement and giving your maximum effort.
Have you noticed how many musicians strongly discourage their
children from pursuing a living in music? Don't get caught up in
your own worries today. If  you look around, you might realize
that someone else is going through a much tougher time.

"The secret of  success in life is for a man to be ready for his
opportunity when it comes." — Benjamin Disraeli (1804–1881)

Generally a lot of  us prefer to plan activities to the last detail.
But often it is best to be spontaneous. You should cultivate your
spirit of  adventure. By doing so, there could be a significant
change in either your personal or your musical life. View change
as a positive thing that will create growth and achievement.
Never give in to feelings of  fear, regardless of  how difficult that
may be at times. Instead, embrace this sense of  accelerated
movement, and don't resist.

"As long as a man stands in his own way, everything seems to be
in his way." 

— Anonymous

At times, we face a juncture in life where we must follow our
own instincts. That can be a very natural thing to do. Better to

president's Report
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make a move in that direction than toward
some tortured, overly analyzed intellectual rea-
soning, which may or not make any sense at all.
But be very careful — moving blindly in the
direction of  following these inborn instincts can
be a surefire recipe for disaster. Characteristic
instincts are often a response to specific envi-
ronmental stimuli, and are a very powerful
motivation or impulse in issues we face daily. 

We as musicians possess a self-awareness of
life because of  the various directions we
encounter going forward in this art form we
have chosen as our vocation. Our world of
music distinguishes us from many of  the people
we face in our daily lives. Is that good or bad?
There has always been a mysterious reflection
on our chosen profession by non-musicians. I
would often practice with a goal to understand
what force music can be, and how it opens up
your mind to understand the forces of  life, and
hopefully how to control them. Just think of
how much happiness we as musicians, through
our music, have shared with the entire globe. 

Spiritual or not, religious or not, there is one
thing for sure: What we share and do as musi-
cians touches every nook and cranny of  those
who have ears. And it's all a matter of  taste to
interpret our musical message. Like it or not,
our message in a manner moves the inner spiri-
tual and religious nature of  all. Be careful of  all
that you say and all that you play. There is
always someone who will hear your words and
your notes. Don't you just love being a musi-

cian? I do! 
So as "June is Bustin' Out All Over," let's

focus on the various journeys where life has
taken us as musicians and reflect on how our
vocation, with our talent and skills, has changed
all who have seen, heard and touched. We
always try to understand these forces, control
them, and elicit a response from the audience.
In both implicit and explicit ways, musicians
function as important figures in our local com-
munities and the world at large. 

As your President, I am always ready to be
supportive, willing to listen, and accept your
feelings with kindness and compassion. Make
the most of  this June report to offload all your
irritations and worries to a sympathetic ear. If
certain people are trying to stir up trouble in
your professional environment, do your best to
preserve an Olympian calm. Most musicians
are not the rebellious type! The world could col-
lapse around your ears, and you'd still know
how to adapt to the change and rebuild on the
ruins. We as musicians are a shining example to
others.

"There are no wrong notes; it just depends on
where they're coming from and where they are
going." — My father, my first teacher. 

"The right way is not always the popular and
easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopu-
lar is a true test of  moral character." 

— Margaret Chase Smith
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Conwell, himself  a percussionist, happened
upon the demonstration and joined in on the
action when handed some drumsticks.

"Musicians are canaries in the coal mine,"
said Marc Sazer, Local 47 member and inter-
national president of  the Recording Musicians
Association. "Even as Marvel takes millions
and millions of  U.S. tax dollars they are plan-
ning on taking all of  their production overseas
for their next films. U.S. taxpayers deserve bet-
ter."

The state of  Ohio will give Marvel $10 mil-
lion in tax rebates for "Captain America: The
Winter Soldier." The studio also plans to film
parts of  the movie in California and Washing-
ton, D.C. and will receive millions more in tax
credits from those states as well as from the
federal government.

"When I was talking to people on the street,
they didn't even know that the film score was
being done overseas," DiCosimo said. "It's
highly ironic that the title 'Captain America,'
with U.S. characters deeply associated with
our country and our country's spirit, has
music being scored with our tax-dollar sup-
port with foreign orchestras."

Weeks after its premiere May 3, Marvel's
"Iron Man 3," scored in London, set a new
record by earning over $1 billion in domestic
box office profits. The studio is poised to rake
in hundreds of  millions more in foreign ticket
sales and secondary markets such as DVDs,
Netflix and merchandise.

Marvel, owned by the Walt Disney Com-
pany, has sent film scoring work abroad for
every motion picture it has produced. 

Cleveland resident Leo O'Flanagan saw the
protest while walking by, and the issue of  out-
sourcing resonated with him strongly. The 24-
year-old artist and graphic designer has expe-
rienced firsthand the devastating affects of
outsourcing in the visual and performing arts. 

"It's wrong that Marvel and company is
outsourcing jobs that we could do here,"
O'Flanagan said. He joined the musicians in
handing out flyers and spoke to people on the
street about how outsourcing is hurting all
Americans. Several people stopped to call
Marvel on their cell phones to express their
outrage.

follow updates at the music Jobs Justice
Crew website: www.mJJcrew.com.
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