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Local 47 Election News

Casting Votes 

Members in good standing may vote on-site Tuesday, 
December 9, 2025 or by absentee mail-in ballot. Each 
member in good standing may cast votes for as many 
candidates in each category as there are positions to 
be filled. The member may choose to cast votes for 
fewer candidates than there are positions to be filled, 
but not for more, and should more than the allowed 
number of votes be marked for any category, that por-
tion of the ballot shall be deemed invalid. 
 
On-Site Voting 

On Election Day — Tuesday, December 9, 2025 — Lo-
cal 47 headquarters will be open for members in good 
standing to cast their ballot between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
at 3220 Winona Ave., Burbank CA 91504. Please be ad-
vised that the wearing of campaign buttons, stickers or 
other campaign apparel; the distribution of campaign 
literature; conversations/discussions about candidates 
or an election campaign; and electioneering are NOT 
permitted on-site at Local 47 at any time. 

Vote By Mail Absentee Voting

Vote-by-mail absentee ballots received at the post 
office after 9 a.m. on the Election Day or cast in vi-
olation of instructions in accordance with Local 47 
Bylaws shall be null and void. Please visit  
afm47.org/election for more information about 
vote-by-mail absentee voting.

Policy Governing Eligibility to Vote 

1. All Local 47 members who are in good standing as 
of 4:45 p.m. (close of business) on December 8, 2025 
— the last business day prior to the General Election 
— are eligible to cast a ballot. However, members are 
encouraged to be in good standing well in advance of 
this deadline. 

2. Any Local 47 member who has been suspended or 
expelled for the non-payment of dues, or wishing to 
reinstate within one year of resignation, shall have 
until 4:45 p.m. on December 8, 2025 by which to 
clear the delinquency and return to full good-stand-
ing status in order to be eligible to cast a ballot. 

3. New members, or those rejoining after having re-
signed or been expelled more than one year ago, 
must complete and submit a membership application 
and membership dues payment no later than De-
cember 1, 2025 by 4:45 p.m., so that their member-
ship may be approved at the Local 47 Executive Board 
meeting the Tuesday prior to the General Election. All 
applicable fees apply. (Note: The Local reserves the 
right to refer applications of all persons seeking rein-
statement from resignation to the International Ex-
ecutive Board per Article 9, Section 19 of the Federa-
tion's Bylaws.)

4. Life Members in good standing may vote in the Lo-
cal 47 General Election. Inactive Life Members, who 
pay a reduced membership fee, are not eligible to 
vote per Local 47 Bylaws. Inactive Life Members wish-
ing to vote may do so by changing their membership 
status to Life Member by contacting the Membership 
Department at 323.993.3116 and completing the pro-
cess by 4:45 p.m. on December 8, 2025. All applicable 
fees apply. 

Delinquent Work Dues 

In order to ensure your eligibility to vote, please be 
sure your membership is in good standing well in 
advance of payment due dates! Members with Work 
Dues delinquencies in excess of $500 have 30 days 
following the date of the Executive Board meeting 
at which hearing action is taken to avoid suspension. 
Dues may be paid online at afm47.org/dues or by 
calling 323.993.3116.

The next Triennial General Election for the AFM  
Local 47 Executive Board, Hearing Board, and AFM 
Convention Delegates takes place on Tuesday,  
December 9, 2025.

The Election Special Edition of Overture containing 
Candidate Statements and more election news was 
mailed out to all members in November. The Special 
Edition is also available as a pdf in the Members Sec-
tion of the Local 47 website at ensemble.afm47.org 
(click the "Documents" tab).

http://afm47.org/election/Vote By Mail Absentee Ballot Request Form 2025.pdf
http://afm47.org/dues
https://ensemble.afm47.org


Local 47 Election News

The use of Local 47 resources, or the resources of 
ANY other union or employer — whether hiring mu-
sicians or not — by any candidate or member, for the 
purpose of campaigning for or against any candidate 
for office in the Local 47 election, is prohibited by the 
Local's Bylaws and is also a violation of Federal Law. 

This prohibition includes the use of facilities, equip-
ment or property (including telephones, stamps and 
stamp machines, computers, copying machines, and 
any other equipment or materials), official endorse-
ments, use of union logos and/or letterhead, and any 
campaign activity done on paid time. 

Additionally, members are prohibited from campaign-
ing at any time while on Local 47's premises. 

Questions?

Should you have any questions about the election 
please see afm47.org/election or contact a member 
of the Election Board. Only members of the Election 
Board — no Local 47 officers or staff members — are 
authorized to answer any questions concerning the 
election. 

Local 47 Election Board:
Paul Castillo (Chair): pcklar@earthlink.net
Helen Crosby: midlfdl@earthlink.net
Gerardo Guzman: dj@camusicgroup.com
Kris Mettala: krmettala@yahoo.com
Nancy Roth: concertnancer@yahoo.com
Clifford Tasner: taztunes@adelphia.net
Marcy Vaj: marcy.vaj@gmail.com

For more election information, please visit 
afm47.org/election.

http://afm47.org/election
mailto:pcklar@earthlink.net
mailto:midlfdl@earthlink.net

mailto:dj@camusicgroup.com

mailto:krmettala@yahoo.com
mailto:concertnancer@yahoo.com
mailto:taztunes@adelphia.net
mailto:marcy.vaj@gmail.com
http://afm47.org/election


Cover Story

'Tis the season to attend any number of live holiday 
performances featuring our incredible Los Angeles 

Local 47 musicians throughout the Southland!

Desert Symphony
The Texas Tenors: Deep in the Heart of Christmas

December 10, 7:30 p.m. @ The Show at Agua 
Caliente Casino Rancho Mirage

Gay Men's Chorus of Los Angeles
Holiday Legends

December 13, 8 p.m. & December 14, 3:30 p.m. 
@ Saban Theatre

Hollywood Bowl Orchestra
'Home Alone' in Concert

December 5-7 (various showtimes) 
@ Walt Disney Concert Hall

Los Angeles Ballet
The Nutcracker

December 12-14 (various showtimes) 
@ UCLA Royce Hall

December 19-28 (various showtimes)  
@ Dolby Theatre

LA Chamber Orchestra
Harmonic Conversations - Richard Goode

Plays Mozart
December 14, 4 p.m. @ Bram Goldsmith Theater, Wallis

December 16, 7:30 p.m. @ Zipper Hall

LA Jewish Symphony
A Patchwork of Cultures 2025: Education Concert

December 8, 11 a.m. @ Adat Ari El Synagogue

LA Master Chorale
English Cathedral Christmas

December 14,7 p.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall
Carols For Kids

December 20, 11 a.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall
Festival of Carols

December 20, 2 p.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall
Handel's Messia

December 21, 7 p.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall
Messiah Sing-Along

December 22, 7:30 p.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall

LA Opera
La Bohème

Through December 14 (various showtimes)  
@ Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

LA Philharmonic
Holiday Brass - Chamber Music with Members 

of the Los Angeles Philharmonic
December 16, 8 p.m. @ Walt Disney Concert Hall

Ellington’s 'Nutcracker' & Tchaikovsky’s 
'Winter Daydreams'

December 18-21 (various showtimes)  
@ Walt Disney Concert Hall

Musica Angelica
A Baroque Christmas in Germany

December 21, 3 p.m. @ The Shatto at the First 
Congregational Church of Los Angeles

New West Symphony
Winter Dreams

December 6, 7 p.m. @ BAPAC Thousand Oaks
December 7, 3 p.m. @ RCPAP Camarillo

Pacific Jazz Orchestra
Holiday Jazz Spectacular with Aloe Blacc, 

Brenna Whitaker & Sy Smith
December 13, 8 p.m. @ The Alex Theatre

Pasadena Chorale
Shawn Kirchner's 'The Light of Hope Returning'
December 3, 7:30 p.m. @ First United Methodist 

Church Pasadena

San Bernardino Symphony
A Christmas Festival

December 13, 3 p.m. @ Historic California Theatre  
of the Performing Arts

Six Flags Magic Mountain  
Drivin' Mama Crazy

All season long @ Rapids Camp Crossing

https://desertsymphony.org/event/the-texas-tenors-deep-in-the-heart-of-christmas/
https://www.gmcla.org/holiday

https://www.laphil.com/events/performances/4201/2025-12-05/home-alone-in-concert
https://www.losangelesballet.org/2025-2026-season/the-nutcracker
https://www.laco.org/events/goode-plays-mozart/

https://www.sixflags.com/magicmountain/shows
https://www.pacificjazz.org

https://www.pasadenachorale.org/

https://www.sanbernardinosymphony.org/december-13-concert
https://lajs.org/a-patchwork-of-cultures-2025-adat-ari-el/
https://lamasterchorale.org
https://lamasterchorale.org
https://lamasterchorale.org
https://lamasterchorale.org
https://lamasterchorale.org
https://www.laopera.org/performances/2026/la-boheme
https://www.laphil.com/events/performances/3701/2025-12-16/holiday-brass
https://www.laphil.com/events/performances/3702/2025-12-18/ellingtons-nutcracker-tchaikovskys-winter-daydreams
https://www.simpletix.com/e/a-baroque-christmas-in-germany-los-angeles-tickets-220490
https://newwestsymphony.org/2025-masterpiece-series/winter-dreams/


Member Spotlight

Singer, songwriter, keyboardist, and visual artist 
Hannah Hooper co-founded the breakthrough band 
Grouplove with her husband Christian Zucconi in 
2009. 

The band formed out of a friendship among the five 
members of the band. Hooper met Zucconi on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan after hearing music 
from his former band ALOKE. Despite having just 
met, Hooper invited Zucconi to an artist residency 
in Crete she was leaving for later that week. It was 
at the Ikarus artist commune in the village of Avdou 
where they met the rest of the band, Andrew 
Wessen, Ryan Rabin, and Sean Gadd. 

Rabin, an accomplished drummer and producer, 
grew up in Los Angeles with Wessen, a surfer and 
guitarist. Rabin comes from a musical family – his 
father is Trevor Rabin, former guitarist of Yes. Sean 
Gadd, a songwriter and guitarist from London, was 
also at the commune. The friendship between the 
members formed quickly, but the band did not form 
until a year later after Gadd, Zucconi and Hooper 
pooled their funds together and made a trip to 
Rabin's Los Angeles recording studio.

They played their first show at El Cid in Los Angeles 
on May 10, 2010. Later that year, the band went on 
tour with Florence and the Machine on the west 
coast, and then the Joy Formidable on the east coast. 
By November, Nylon Magazine recognized Grouplove 
as one of the top ten in the "Best New Bands in 
2010." 

Before signing with Canvasback/Atlantic Records the 
band licensed the song "Getaway Car" to HBO's How 
to Make it In America. Canvasback re-released their 
self-titled EP, "Grouplove," in January 2011. Later 
that year,, the band co-headlined a cross-country 
tour with Foster the People, and made appearances 
at Lollapalooza, Outside Lands, Reading and Leeds 
Festivals, and Glastonbury. 

Grouplove became well known for their hit single 
"Tongue Tied," which peaked within the top 50 of the 
Billboard Hot 100 and received quintuple platinum 
certification by the Recording Industry Association 
of America (RIAA). At present, they have released a 
total of six studio albums and two EPs.



Events

LOCAL 47 EVENTS CALENDAR

AFM Local 47 2025 Triennial
 General Election
Tuesday, December 9

Polls open 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
afm47.org/election

Holiday Office Closures
Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 31 - New Year's Eve

Thursday, January 1 - New Year's Day

Inaugural Meeting
Monday, January 12, 7:30 p.m.

Captain Greg Welch Gathering Place & Zoom
Open to Local 47 members in good standing

Musicians' Club Annual Meeting to immediately follow
More info: afm47.org/gmm

Executive Board Meetings
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. via Zoom

Members welcome as observers; all requests to 
speak must be received by 10 a.m. Monday morning

Email: st_sec@afm47.org

New Member Orientation
Third Fridays, 10-11 a.m. (No December meeting)

Local 47 Executive Board Room
Required of all new members

afm47.org/orientation

Member Mingle
Local 47 Captain Greg Welch Gathering Place  

Join us for coffee, bagels and conversation  
every third Friday of the month  

(No December meeting)

View our Google Calendar online  
@ afm47.org/calendar

http://afm47.org/orientation
http://afm47.org/calendar
mailto:st_sec@afm47.org
http://afm47.org/gmm
http://afm47.org/election



Events

PURCHASE TICKETS

Event Information

Interactive How To: AI and Lesson 
Planning for Arts Educators

Friday, December 5, 10 a.m. PT - Zoom

Are you familiar with how AI tools can support you 
in planning engaging lessons for your students?

Have you ever been curious to explore how AI 
prompts can aid you in creating assessment rubrics 
for your classrooms?

Do you need help with connecting innovative class-
room activities to Visual and Performing Arts stan-
dards?

Please join us as we welcome Arts Education Consul-
tant and Coach Sandy Seufert, who will share practi-
cal strategies and insights for effectively integrating 
AI into your work as an arts educator.

In this workshop, you will learn how to:
•	 Effectively use AI prompts to generate lesson plan  

 ideas
•	 Integrate the arts into your target grade levels
•	 Gain confidence in embracing AI tools

RSVP Here  
(ECF Website Registration Required)

http://linktr.ee/soundrecordingafm
https://recording-musicians-association-los-angeles.square.site/product/rma-night-ticket/2QSERRRIEODGBFYP3DN3A7K2?cs=true&cst=custom
https://www.rmala.org/upcoming-events/2025-holiday-gala
https://portal.entertainmentcommunity.org/welcome/?redirect_to=https://portal.entertainmentcommunity.org/courses/interactive-how-to-ai-lesson-planning-for-arts-educators/?mc_cid=d7953eb324&mc_eid=81a7636511


At the Local

As approved by the membership at our July 2025  
General Membership Meeting, annual and semi-annual 

membership dues will increase in the New Year:

Regular Member Annual Dues
$220 due January 1

Regular Member Semi-Annual Dues
$115 due January 1 & July 1

Life Member Annual Dues
$115 due January 1

Inactive Life Member Annual Dues
$95 due January 1

Reinstatement fees for suspensions and expulsions 
have been reduced to $25, down from $75.

http://afm47.org/dues


At the Local

'Tis the Season: 
Spread Joy With a Toy!

Donate an unwrapped toy by Dec. 15

The holidays are approaching rapidly and thousands 
of families will have to decide whether to buy food, 
pay rent, or keep the heat on in their homes during 
the winter nights. Without our help, many of our 
union sisters, brothers and siblings will be unable to 
afford holiday presents for their children.

AFM Local 47 is proud to once again participate in 
the annual Toy Drive organized by Labor Community 
Services, the nonprofit arm of the LA County 
Federation of Labor. Please donate a toy and bring a 
smile to a child's face this holiday season! Find the 
donation box downstairs in our Rehearsal Rooms 
space. We will be accepting new unwrapped toys 
through December 15. 

If planning to drop off a toy in person, please note 
that our normal business hours are M-F, 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. To review our special holiday hours, 
please check our calendar or call 323.462.2161 
to ensure we are open to accept your generous 
donation! You are also welcome to order a toy 
online and have it sent directly to us: AFM Local 
47, Attn: Toy Drive, 3220 Winona Ave. Burbank CA 
91504.

Thank you, and Happy Holidays!

http://afm47.org/calendar


At the Local

AFM Local 47 would like to thank our neighbor 
CenterStaging for generously donating four bass 
amps to our rehearsal room backline. A bass amp 
stack — from brands like Gallien Krueger, SWR, and 
TC Electronics — will now be stationed in Rooms 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7. 

A huge THANK YOU to CenterStaging and coordinator 
Ryan Smith for helping our musicians rock on!

To book a room, visit afm47.org/rehearsals.

Welcome New Members!

•	 Sydney Ahmed - Percussion
•	 Jeremy Davis - Percussion
•	 Ellen Engelke - Alto/Tenor Saxophone
•	 Nelly Guevara - Violin
•	 Lucy Lewis - Violin
•	 Coco Ma - Piano
•	 Amanda Mora - Trombone
•	 Ariana O'Connell - Violin
•	 Wade Shannon - Bass
•	 Hannah Stefureak - Tuba

http://afm47.org/rehearsals
https://www.centerstaging.com/


On the Town

Photos by Linda A. Rapka
LA Opera orchestra contractor Brady Steele poses in front 

of the pit at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion moments before 
a special dress rehearsal peformance of "La Bohème," 

attended by hundreds of LAUSD students and co-
sponsored by the Music Performance Trust Fund.

In the Pit: LA Opera's 'La Bohème' 
@ the Dorothy Chandler

On the afternoon of November 20, we paid a visit 
to the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in downtown Los 
Angeles to enjoy a dress rehearsal of LA Opera's "La 
Bohème," joining hundreds of LAUSD students for the 
special program. 

The musicians' performance was generously co-
sponsored by the Recording Industry's Music 
Performance Trust Fund, which is committed to 
offering free, live music to the public.

"La Bohème" continues its run at the Dorothy 
Chandler this month on December 4, December 6, 
December 10, and concludes on December 14. For 
tickets, visit laopera.org.

All MPTF concerts are presented free to the public. If 
you are interested in presenting a free concert in your 
community through MPTF, please visit afm47.org/mptf 
to learn more.

http://afm47.org/mptf
http://laopera.org


Action Alerts

Starbucks Baristas Fight 
for a Fair Contract

Show solidarity and stay out of the stores while 
12,000+ Starbucks Workers United members 
nationwide are on Unfair Labor Practice (ULP) 
strike! Baristas are fighting for living wages, fair 
schedules, respect on the job, and an end to union 
busting. 

Pledge not to cross the picket line and not patronize 
any Starbucks store when baristas are on ULP strike:

SIGN THE PLEDGE

https://www.facebook.com/sbworkersunited
https://www.nocontractnocoffee.org/


Organizing

Great News for L.A. 
Renters: LARSO Caps Pass!

In November, the Los Angeles City Council approved 
an update to the Rent Stabilization Ordinance, using 
a new formula that will set allowable increases for 
roughly 650,000 units at 4% and remove additional 
charges for electricity and gas — the most 
substantive changes to the policy in more than four 
decades.

The update approved by the council establishes 
a 1% floor and 4% ceiling for allowable annual 
rent hikes. Council members also recommended 
updating the rent-setting formula to account for 
inflation, using 90% of the Consumer Price Index 
rather than the 60% the committee had suggested. 
Additionally, rent increases of 1% to 2% allowable 
under the current rules for landlords who cover gas 
or electricity will be eliminated. The changes will 
also prohibit additional rent hikes for renters with 
extra dependents.

"Housing and Homelessness have been a 
cornerstone of my agenda for the LA Labor 
Movement, and I made it a priority because this 
issue is important to our affiliates," said Yvonne 
Wheeler, President of the LA County Federation of 
Labor. "It used to be that a union contract would 
provide enough so people could live where they 
work, but unfortunately, that's no longer the case 
due to runaway housing costs and skyrocketing 
rents, and a structural crisis of low-wage jobs. The 
LA Labor movement believes that people should 
be able to live where they work, and that people 
should be able to have a voice in the city where 
they work, and that's why we're all in on LARSO."

AFM Local 47 was proud to work alongside the LA 
Fed and the Keep LA Housed coalition that worked 
tirelessly with community members, advocates and 
policymakers, to secure this win.

"A special thanks to the members of UAW, CFA, 
UTLA, SEIU 2015, SEIU 721, SEIU-USWW, SEIU UHW, 
SEIU 99, SEIU CIR, 121RN, NUHW, UNAC, AFM 47, 
IATSE 33, IATSE 728, IATSE B192, IATSE 839 (TAG), 
UNITE HERE, Teamsters 396, and UFCW 770 for 
their testimonies and outreach efforts that made 
this victory possible," Wheeler said.

Photos by Linda A. Rapka
Scenes from the series of City Hall hearings in November 
on efforts to improve the Los Angeles Rent Stabilization 

Ordinance for renters. 



Organizing

Update From the Entertainment 
Union Coalition 

17 television projects selected in latest 
round of expanded Film & Television 

Tax Credit Program 

Our Entertainment Union Coalition (EUC) continues 
to work collaboratively to ensure the success of 
the application of our expanded and modernized 
Film and Television Jobs Program, as well as 
championing the efforts to keep production both 
within our State. 

Last month, Governor Newsom announced 17 
Television Projects that have been recently 
awarded tax credits expected to generate $1.2 
billion in statewide economic activity. 

•	 This latest round of projects is expected to 
employ an estimated 5,165 cast and crew and 
35,946 background performers (measured in days 
worked) over the course of 1,000 filming days 
statewide.  

•	 This is the second for TV projects in the newly 
expanded Program 4.0 and will bring $902 million 
in qualified in-state spending, inclusive of $487 
million in qualified wages. 

•	 Review the full overview of the awarded projects 
from the California Film Commission here.

The California Film Commission (CFC) is working 
to share more data over the next year to give a 
better snapshot as to when these projects are 
estimated to begin production. The EUC will use this 
information to update members on the expected 
impact of the program for industry jobs throughout 
our state. 

We are also engaging with the CFC around the 
terms and conditions for the application of 
animation projects and high budget competition 
shows into the incentive program and what 
parameters will be put on these productions in 
order to be considered for the tax credit.

Prior to the end of the year, we will see one final 
round of Feature Films announced to receive the 
tax credits under the new terms of our program. 
Changes to our program made this year expanded 
the yearly application windows from four to eight 
application windows, with four television windows 
and four feature film windows on a yearly basis. 

Read the full EUC update here.

https://keepcaliforniarolling.org/about-the-euc
https://film.ca.gov/governor-newsom-announces-next-round-of-film-and-tv-tax-credits-hit-series-baywatch-returning-to-california/
https://www.afm47.org/press/euc-update-17-new-television-projects-announced/


Labor News

Rest in Power: Kent Wong, 
Labor Leader

On November 15, 2025, hundreds braved the rain 
to gather at Los Angeles Trade Tech for a celebration 
of life for Kent Wong, former director of the UCLA 
Labor Center from 1991-2023 and professor of 
labor studies and Asian American studies, who died 
on October 8. Labor leaders, elected officials, union 
members, friends, and family paid homage to Kent, 
sharing memories, remarks, and music. 

An esteemed community leader, Kent was 
renowned across Los Angeles and the nation for his 
labor and immigrant rights advocacy. As director 
of the UCLA Labor Center for 32 years — and more 
recently, its project director of labor and community 
partnerships — he cemented the center as a 
groundbreaking hub for research and leadership 
development programs that serve workers and 
immigrants.

His deep engagement with working-class 
communities across Los Angeles was matched by 
his prominence on UCLA's campus. A key founder of 
the UCLA Labor Studies department, Kent anchored 
the major's popular introductory course, teaching 
thousands of students over three decades. 

Growing the UCLA Labor Center from three to 42 
staff members, Kent's tenure saw the development 
of the Re:Work research justice team, the Dream 
Resource Center, the Community Scholars policy 
research program, and the first-of-its-kind Los 
Angeles Black Worker Center. He also developed 
and co-taught "Nonviolence and Social Movements" 
with his longtime mentor, the late civil rights icon 
Rev. James Lawson Jr. 

Over the course of his academic career, Kent 
authored and edited several books, including "Asian 
American Workers Rising" and "Revolutionary 
Nonviolence: Organizing for Freedom."

On November 18, a street naming ceremony was 
held with Kent's family and City Councilwoman 
Eunisses Hernandez to declare the stretch from 
Wilshire Boulevard to 7th Street as "Kent Wong 
Square."

Watch a video about the life and legacy of Kent 
Wong here, courtesy of the LA County Fed

Photos by Linda A. Rapka
Robin Wong, flutist and son of labor giant Kent Wong, 

performs a song of remembrance for his father's towering 
visage draping down from the rafters (next to that of the 
late Rev. James Lawson Jr.) during the memorial service 
held November 15 at Los Angeles Trade Tech College.

Above left: Mayor Bass cheers the naming of Kent 
Wong Square. Right: AFM Local 47 President Stephanie 
O'Keefe and Local 7 (Orange County) President Edmund 

Velasco pay their respects at the memorial.

Clockwise, from top left: Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass, California State Senator Maria Elena Durazo, 
Robin Wong, and L.A. Supervisor Hilda Solis were 

among the many speakers who paid tribute to Kent 
Wong's legacy on November 15.

https://lacountyfederationoflabor.app.box.com/s/u7k60xjdbcsfdm5rm60l9mxdudp59ma3/file/2050245774209


Benefits Corner

- HEALTH CARE UPDATE -

Did You Know?
Entertainment Industry Flex Plan contributions can 
be used for reimbursement for your Professional 

Musicians Local 47 and Employers' Health & Welfare 
Plan premium payments.

To do so, simply log in to your Flex Plan account and 
follow the instructions for premium reimbursement.

Questions? Call the Flex Plan: 888-353-9401

Save Big With Union Plus 
Credit Cards

Create magical memories, and save more with the 
Union Plus Credit Card. With no annual fee1 you can 
keep more money in your pocket and with $0 fraud 
liability2 you can shop with added peace of mind this 
holiday season.

Check to see if you're pre-approved with no impact 
to your credit score!

By selecting "See if you're pre-approved", you will be taken to a site maintained by 
Capital One.

The Union Plus Credit Cards are issued by Capital One, N.A. pursuant to a license 
from Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark, 
and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. 
Rates accurate as of September 30, 2025.

1 Credit approval required for all products. See terms, rates, and fees. Rates accurate 
as of September 30, 2025.

2 Claims of unauthorized use are subject to verification and investigation.

Cash Rewards Purchase and Transfer APR: 0% intro rate for the first 12 months from 
account opening date; 16.9%, 22.90% or 26.74% variable thereafter, based on your 
creditworthiness. Transfer Fee: 3% of the amount of each transferred balance that 
posts to your account during the first 12 months that your account is open, or at a 
promotional APR that we may offer you at any other time. None for Transfers at the 
Purchase APR after the first 12 months that your account has been open.

Rate Advantage Purchase and Transfer APR: 0% intro rate for the first 15 months 
from account opening date; 14.90%, 20.90% or 24.90% variable thereafter, based 
on your creditworthiness. Transfer Fee: 3% of the amount of each transferred bal-
ance that posts to your account during the first 15 months that your account is 
open, or at a promotional APR that we may offer you at any other time. None for 
Transfers at the Purchase APR after the first 15 months that your account has been 
open.

Primary Access Purchase APR: 27.24% variable APR. Transfer APR: 27.24% variable. 
Transfer Fee: 3% of the amount of each transferred balance that posts to your ac-
count at a promotional APR that we may offer you. None for balances transferred 
at the Transfer APR.

Terms applicable to Cash Rewards, Rate Advantage and Primary Access Cards: Cash 
Advance APR: 27.99% variable. Variable APRs will vary with the market, based on 
the Prime Rate. Cash Advance Fee: greater of 3% of each cash advance amount or 
$3.2. Claims of unauthorized use are subject to verification and investigation.

*Benefits, rebates and discounts offered by Union Privilege. Offers available to 
union members, retired union members, eligible Union Plus Credit Cardholders, 
members of AFL-CIO affiliated organizations and their families. Capital One, N.A., 
is not responsible for the contents of these benefits, rebates, discounts and/or any 
products/services offered.

See if you're pre-approved

https://flexplan.com/


Final Notes

In Memoriam

Send your Final Notes remembrances using our online 
submission form at: afm47.org/overture

or you may send to: 
overture@afm47.org

Local 47 Overture Online
3220 Winona Ave.
Burbank CA 91504

Cleto V. Escobedo III
Member. Alto/Tenor Saxophone

8/23/1966 – 11/11/2025
Member since: 9/12/2001

mailto:overture@afm47.org
http://afm47.org/overture


Final Notes

Cleto Escobedo III
Member. Alto/Tenor Saxophone

8/23/1966 - 11/11/2025

by Tino Gagliardi, International President, American 
Federation of Musicians of the U.S. & Canada 

The AFM is saddened by the passing of Cleto Escobe-
do III, bandleader of Cleto and the Cletones on "Jimmy 
Kimmel Live."

For over two decades, Cleto and his band — which 
notably includes his father, Cleto Jr. — provided the 
late-night soundtrack to millions of homes. His musi-
cal genius and lifelong friendship with Jimmy created a 
unique, joyful presence that will never be replaced.

A member of AFM Local 47, Cleto was also a strong 
union advocate for his fellow musicians, most recently 
working with the AFM in safeguarding musicians' live-
lihoods as a key to preserving freedom of expression 
and speech in the arts.

On behalf of the AFM, we send our deepest sympa-
thies to his family, friends, bandmates, and colleagues. 
He will be profoundly missed.



Open Mic

Got a story to tell? 
AFM Local 47 welcomes submissions from 

our members!

Please share about your latest union recording, 
performance or event by sending us your story 
and photos using our online submission form at 

afm47.org/overture.

We are looking for input from members who have 
been directly or indirectly impacted by recent activity 

by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for 
an upcoming Overture feature article. 

If you would like to share your story, please contact 
Communications Director Linda Rapka at
overture@afm47.org or 323.993.3162.

Have You Been Impacted 
by ICE Raids?

http://afm47.org/overture
mailto:overture@afm47.org


Bulletin Board

Notice From the Executive Board:
Work Dues Delinquency and Suspension

1) Local 47 members whose work dues delinquency 
exceeds $500 shall be suspended; and  

2) Non-Local 47 members whose work dues delin-
quency exceeds $500 shall be referred to the IEB as 
provided in the AFM Bylaws.

In order to reinstate membership, a $25 
reinstatement fee will be assessed.

Resignation Policy

In order to resign in good standing, you must submit 
your written request to Local 47 before your  
membership is suspended. Though dues are due  
Jan. 1 and July 1, current grace periods extend to 
March 31 and Sept. 30, respectively; suspensions are 
posted April 1 and Oct. 1. 

In addition to membership dues, all other financial 
obligations, Local and International, must be paid 
prior to resignation. Your letter of resignation will be  
presented at the following Executive Board meeting 
and a written response will be mailed to you. If you 
wait, you will be required to pay another half year's 
dues and/or clearance fee.

Make checks or money 
orders payable to:

AFM Local 47, 
3220 Winona Ave.
Burbank CA 91504

You may also make pay-
ments with VISA, Master-
Card, Discover, AmEx by 

phone at 323.993.3116 or 
at afm47.org/dues

 Membership Dues Fees

Regular Member
Annual Dues: $220

Semi-Annual Dues: $115

Life Member
Annual Dues: $115

Inactive Life Member
Annual Dues: $95

Membership Dues

Dues Schedule

Annual and Semi-Annual Membership Dues for  
Regular, Life and Inactive Life Members are due 
January 1 of each year. Payment must be received 
by March 31 (three-month grace period) to 
avoid suspension. If not paid by this date, a $25 
reinstatement fee will be assessed. Payment must be 
paid by June 30 to avoid expulsion.

Likewise, Semi-Annual Membership Dues for Regular 
Members are due July 1 and must be received by 
September 30 (three-month grace period) to avoid 
suspension. If not paid by this date, a $25 reinstatement 
fee will be assessed. Payment must be paid by 
December 31 to avoid expulsion.

Please note: Inactive Life Members do not have all 
of the same rights as privileges as Regular and Life 
Members, such as the right to vote in Local elections. 
Please review the AFM Local 47 Bylaws for complete 
information.

HELP A MUSICIAN IN NEED

Be an anonymous donor to the Local 47 Musicians Re-
lief Fund. Send contributions to the Secretary's office 

or call (323) 993-3159 for more information.

Notice to All Persons Entering or Utilizing the 
Property of the Musicians' Club* of Los Angeles:

The premises of the Musicians' Club of Los Angeles 
are reserved for the exclusive use by the officers, 
employees, and Full, Youth, Life or Inactive Life 
Members in good standing of AFM Local 47 and the 
American Federation of Musicians. All other per-
sons must receive written permission from the of-
fice of Local 47's president to enter or utilize these 
premises. Local 47 reserves the right to remove 
and to cite for trespass any party found on these 
premises who does not fulfill the above conditions 
of occupancy. (Note: This notice is not applicable 
to those making deliveries to AFM Local 47, or cus-
tomers of and those making deliveries to tenants 
of the Local 47 headquarters.)

* The Musicians' Club of Los Angeles, Inc., is a California 
Non-Profit Corporation incorporated in 1926. It owns all land 
and improvements where AFM Local 47 conducts its business. 
The Corporation rents space to other tenants, mainly indus-
try related. All members of AFM Local 47 are also members of 
the Musicians' Club of Los Angeles.

Do Not Work For...
The list published at afm47.org/
donotworkfor.html contains the 
names of employers with whom 
Local 47 currently has disputes

Multiple-Card AFM Member Rebate

Did you know? If you hold membership in three or 
more Locals throughout a full calendar year, you are en-
titled to a rebate from the AFM.

Under the rebate program, membership in a base of 
two Locals must be established in order for a member 
to qualify for a rebate. The International Secretary/Trea-
surer's office has determined that a musician's mem-
bership in his or her "Home Local" and the subsequent 
Local of longest tenure shall be designated as the two 
base Locals. The Secretary/Treasurer's office will then 
rebate the appropriate per capita dues for membership 
in the third Local and any other Local(s) beyond three to 
which a member belonged for the entire previous cal-
endar year. 

To petition for a Multiple-Card Member Rebate, mem-
bers should fill out the form and return it to the Secre-
tary/Treasurer's office together with copies of all their 
paid-up membership cards, receipts of canceled checks 
for annual dues from all Locals, or a letter from each Lo-
cal stating that the petitioner was a member in good 
standing of the Locals for the full year prior. Rebates will 
be issued after Jan. 1. 

Members may download the rebate form from the in-
ternational AFM website (afm.org login required; locate 
the rebate form under "Miscellaneous" in the Docu-
ment Library).

http://afm47.org/dues
http://afm47.org/donotworkfor.html
http://afm.org


Auditions

https://www.hollywoodbowl.com/about/hollywood-bowl-orchestra-auditions#
mailto:hboauditions@laphil.org
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Auditions

 
 
 

 Cindy Costello 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

Kelly Ruggirello  
President 

 
 

The Long Beach Symphony announces auditions for: 

2nd Clarinet/Eb and 3rd/Bass Clarinet 
February 25th and 26th, 2026 

2nd Clarinet/Eb (Preliminary and Final Rounds): Wednesday, February 25, 2026 
3rd/Bass Clarinet (Preliminary and Final Rounds): Thursday, February 26, 2026 

 
Long Beach Terrace Theater at 300 Ocean Blvd, Long Beach, CA 

 
Email resume to  auds@longbeachsymphony.org  

by Wednesday, February 15th, 2026 
Specify CLARINET in the subject line. 

 
Repertoire excerpts will be available on the website. 

 Sheet music access password provided upon receipt of resumé. 
$50 deposit due with application. 

 
ATTN: Long Beach Symphony 
249 E. Ocean Blvd, Suite 200 

Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

Long Beach Symphony’s 2026-2027 season consists of 5 Classical, 5 Pops,  
2 Youth, and 2 Family Concerts. 

2025-2026 Base Scale: $164.89 Rehearsal / $207.24 Performance 
Base Scale subject to Collective Bargaining Agreement 

 
The winning candidate(s) will be required to show proof 

of U.S. citizenship or eligibility to work in the United States.  
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Advertise

ADVERTISE

Overture  Online App
Released monthly 

Overture  Magazine
Printed quarterly 

The Local 47 Beat
Emailed biweekly

WITH AFM LOCAL 47!

RESERVE TODAY

We offer print 
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solutions to fit
any budget & 

schedule

View rates, specs & publication schedules 

@ afm47.org/advertise 
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For information on posting auditions, please visit 
afm47.org/auditions.html
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